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Dear Friend(s) of CollegeTracks,

I’m writing to invite you to join CollegeTracks as a Host Committee member for the 2026
Montgomery County Catalysts Celebration on April 23, 2026, at Montgomery College in
Rockville. This inaugural celebration will honor the leaders, partners, and scholars expanding
opportunity and strengthening Montgomery County.

For more than 20 years, CollegeTracks has served over 10,000 students from underserved
communities in Montgomery County. Through sustained advising, financial support, and
career preparation, we help young people access college, persist through graduation, and
build pathways to long-term economic mobility.

The Catalysts Celebration brings together leaders from philanthropy, business, education, and
the Montgomery County community who believe sustained student support strengthens both
individual lives and the economic vitality of our county. This evening will recognize champions
of our mission while raising critical funds to expand college success for Montgomery County
scholars. We are proud to announce our 2026 Catalysts Celebration honorees:

Linda Youngentob
Capital One
Graduating Senior Scholar
Current College Scholar
Alumni Honoree: Kathia Chévez
Volunteer Honorees: Peggy Fitzgerald Bare, Amy Golen, Rose Gutfeld, Paula Laboy, Carlee
Lee, Gina Maloney

As a Host Committee member, you will play a leadership role in launching this new signature
event by providing philanthropic support and inviting peers and colleagues to join in
celebrating the impact of CollegeTracks and our scholars. Your involvement signals a
commitment to educational equity and to the belief that talent and potential should always be
met with sustained opportunity.

Additional information about Host Committee participation and leadership giving
opportunities is included in the accompanying materials. We would be honored to have you
join us in this leadership capacity to celebrate the catalysts shaping Montgomery County’s
future.

Thank you for your leadership and commitment to expanding opportunity for young people in
our community.

Gratefully,

Matt Boyer, 
Chief Development Officer



Why
CollegeTracks?
Our Mission
CollegeTracks’ mission is to empower first-generation-to-college
students and students from low-income and immigrant
households in Montgomery County, Maryland, by helping them
bridge systemic opportunity gaps with enough support to get to
and through postsecondary education and onto a career pathway. 

We believe that everyone deserves a pathway to prosperity,
regardless of who they are, how much they have, or where they
come from. And we believe that investment in access to higher
education will improve our local economy, strengthen our
workforce, increase public safety, build a more prosperous future,
and positively impact the lives of Montgomery County residents.

SUSTAINED SUPPORT MAKES SUCCESS POSSIBLE.
Scholars receive individualized advising, academic support, financial guidance,
and career preparation across multiple years and critical transitions. 
In 2024, 99% of CollegeTracks seniors applied to and were accepted into
postsecondary education, and over 95% completed the FAFSA, dramatically
exceeding national and state averages.

ECONOMIC MOBILITY STRENGTHENS COMMUNITIES.
By supporting college completion, CollegeTracks helps strengthen the local
workforce and expand opportunity. For every 100 scholars served,
CollegeTracks generates an estimated $18.3 million in collective lifetime
earnings, fueling economic mobility for families and strengthening
Montgomery County’s economy.

COLLEGE COMPLETION DRIVES OPPORTUNITY.
CollegeTracks focuses on ensuring scholars persist through college graduation,
not just enrollment. CollegeTracks scholars are three times more likely to
complete their degrees than their peers, a key driver of long-term income
and economic mobility. MCPS evaluation data also shows CollegeTracks
scholars are 1.8 times more likely to enroll in college.



Make a leadership philanthropic
investment to help launch the

Catalysts Celebration and advance
CollegeTracks’ work with scholars

Invite peers and colleagues to
learn more about

CollegeTracks and join the
celebration

Engage with scholars,
alumni, and community
leaders at this inaugural

celebration

The Host Committee is a leadership group of philanthropic partners who help anchor the
Catalysts Celebration in its inaugural year. Host Committee members provide early leadership
support and help gather a community of champions committed to expanding access to college
success for underserved students.

Serving on the Host Committee signals a commitment to educational equity and to the belief
that talent and potential should always be met with sustained opportunity.

Catalyst Leadership – $10,000
Momentum Leadership – $7,500
Impact Leadership – $5,000
Community Leadership – $2,500

Host Committee OverviewHost Committee Overview
Why the Catalysts Celebration Matters
The Montgomery County Catalysts Celebration brings together
corporate partners, philanthropic leaders, educators, alumni, and
scholars to recognize those expanding access to college and career
success across Montgomery County. CollegeTracks scholars are
Montgomery County’s future workforce, and the support they receive
today shapes the region’s future talent pipeline.

By celebrating champions of educational equity and raising funds for
sustained student support, the Catalysts Celebration helps more
students persist through college and into meaningful careers,
strengthening economic mobility and the county’s future workforce.

Leadership Commitments  

The Leadership OpportunityThe Leadership Opportunity

Host Committee 
Leadership Levels 

Recognition Opportunities 

Attend the Catalysts
Celebration

Attend the Catalysts
Celebration

Serve as
Ambassadors 

Serve as
Ambassadors 

Provide Leadership and
Philanthropic Support

Provide Leadership and
Philanthropic Support

Recognition in event materials and
on-site signage
Opportunities to connect with
CollegeTracks scholars, alumni and
community leaders 
Invitations to pre- and post-event
engagement opportunities 



She previously served as Executive Director of CollegeTracks and, for many years, served
on the CollegeTracks Board of Directors, where she was a dedicated volunteer and
funder and a steadfast champion of the organization’s mission.

In addition to her leadership with CollegeTracks, Linda has served on the Board of
Directors for the Montgomery County Community Foundation and Identity, Inc.,
advancing her commitment to education, equity, and community-based philanthropy
across the region.

Linda’s philanthropic focus has always been local. She believes in investing in
Montgomery County’s students, institutions, and neighborhoods to ensure the county’s
future workforce and communities thrive. Through her leadership, generosity, and
advocacy, Linda has helped create pathways to opportunity for thousands of students
and families.

CollegeTracks is proud to honor Linda Youngentob for her extraordinary leadership,
service, and dedication to educational equity.

Meet One of Our Catalysts
Linda Youngentob is a dedicated educator, philanthropic
leader, and longtime champion of educational equity in
Montgomery County. Her career and community service
reflect a deep commitment to expanding opportunity for
young people and strengthening the communities they
call home.

For more than 20 years, Linda has served Montgomery
College, where she is currently a faculty member
supporting student learning and success.

Linda Youngentob 



Matt Boyer
Chief Development Officer

C: (202) 557-5673
E: mboyer@collegetracksusa.org

Contact Us

Jylise Smith
Director of Development 

C: (832) 284-3603
E: jsmith@collegetracksusa.org

Thank you for considering this leadership opportunity. We
would be honored to partner with you in celebrating and
investing in Montgomery County students.

To confirm your interest in joining the Host Committee or to
discuss your involvement, please contact:


